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Shop with a Cop 2008 
This year Capitol Police reached out to the Jefferson City Public Schools and found three children to 
sponsor for the 2008 Shop with a Cop program.  On Saturday, December 20th, the kids got to go to Kmart 
and “Shop with a Cop” as did many other children.  Other agencies involved were the:  Cole County 
Sheriff’s Department, Jefferson City Police Department, Holts Summit Police Department, Missouri 
Department of Corrections, and the Missouri State Highway Patrol. 
 
Suspicious Letter 
On December 8th, a state office received a letter in a white business envelope.  When the letter carrier 
opened the envelope a white, powdery substance came out of the envelope.  The carrier called Capitol 
Police and we responded along with the Cole County HAZMAT Team.  The powder was tested and found 
to be safe. 
 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) website, a suspicious package can 
have several characteristics such as: 
Inappropriate or unusual labeling: 
Excessive postage; handwritten or poorly typed addresses; misspellings of common words; strange return 
address or no return address; incorrect titles or titles without a name; not addressed to a specific person; 
marked with restrictions, such as “personal,” “confidential,” or “do not x-ray;” marked with any threatening 
language; postmarked from a city or state that does not match the return address 
Appearance: 
Powdery substance felt through or appearing on the package or envelope; oily stains, discolorations, or 
odors; lopsided or uneven envelope; excessive packaging material such as masking tape, string, etc 
Other Suspicious Signs: 
Excessive weight; Ticking; protruding wires or aluminum foil 
If you ever receive a package that looks suspicious: 
Do not shake or empty the contents; do not carry the package, show it to others, or allow others to examine 
it; put the package down on a stable surface; do not sniff, touch, taste or look closely at it or at any 
contents which may have spilled; alert others in the area about the package; leave the area, close any 
doors, take action to prevent others from entering the area, and shut off the ventilation system if possible; 
notify Capitol Police and a supervisor; wash hands with soap and water to prevent spreading potentially 
infectious material to face or skin; create a list of people who were in the room or area when this suspicious 
package was recognized and a list of people who may have handled it – provide these lists to the police 
and/or public health officials when they arrive; remain on scene for any decontamination and/or interviews 
that may be necessary 
 
Vandalism 
Capitol Police has recently taken multiple reports from people who have had their vehicle windows broken 
out with rocks.  These are occurring overnight and on weekends when employees leave their personal 
vehicles at work.  If you must leave your vehicle at work, try to park in a well lit area and remove any 
valuable items.  If your vehicle does get damaged on State property, report it to Capitol Police immediately. 


